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The book is very comprehensive, cov-
ering virtually every aspect of neuro-
surgery in thirty-two chapters. The first
two chapters are on general care and neu-
rology, respectively. I found this to be
quite a good set up for the rest ofthe book,
and also serves to make the book a more
complete handbook for the neurosurgical
resident who will also be managing
patients on the floor. The remainder ofthe
book focuses on the various neurosurgical
diseases.
There are several aspects to the orga-
nization ofthe book that I found very use-
ful. For one, most topics include discus-
sions on the clinical presentation and find-
ings ofa disease, its etiology and epidemi-
ology, and the treatments and prognoses.
This really helps to put each topic into per-
spective with respect to where it falls in
the spectrum of neuro-related disease.
Moreover, there is a consistent emphasis
on the findings in the literature, which
emphasizes not only the empirical and
academic nature of neurosurgery, but also
serves to remind the clinician that the deci-
sions made are often notbased on hard and
fast rules, but rather, are a culmination of
the available data. For example, in a dis-
cussion of acute transverse myelitis, we
learn that from a study where sixty-two
people were analyzed, ninety-seven per-
cent of the patients presented with some
form ofmuscular weakness, while thirteen
percent of the patients presented with
nuchal rigidity. We are left to decide for
ourselves the validity and weight we
choose to put on these findings, and this
emphasizes the relatively unknown nature
ofmany ofthese conditions where we only
have a relatively small number of patients
who have ever been studied.
Another great feature ofthe handbook
is the inclusion of drug information at the
end ofthe relevant topic. Some handbooks
I have seen choose to add a pharmacopeia
at the very end of the book, which leaves
you toggling back and forth through the
text. Greenberg places the drug informa-
tion, often including mechanism of action
and side effects, right where one would
want to see it during the therepeutic dis-
cussions. In addition, the book is rife with
excellent references which in and ofthem-
selves would make for a decent reading
list for a neurosurgical resident. To sum
up, this is a book which is definitely near
and dear to the hearts ofmany a neurosur-
gical resident, and it continues to improve
upon itself with each new edition.
Khashayar Farsad
Yale School ofMedicine
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Following his death in 1994, Dr.
Liberson's widow, Dr. Cathryn Liberson,
with the help of Dr. Robert Cohn, com-
piled his memoirs to provide this autobio-
graphical glimpse into the life of one of
the pioneers in neurophysiologic science.
The work details a life that began in 1904
Russia and spanned the globe, finally set-
tling in American medical academia.
Dr. Liberson recounts his opportunity
to study under such greats as Pavlov and
the proteges of Wedensky, often remem-
bered as "the first eclectromyographer."
Because of the political environment that
evolved in Russia after the Bolshevik rev-
olution, Dr. Liberson was forced to flee to
Paris in 1924. There he worked as a neu-
rophysiologist under the tutelage of Dr.
Lapicque. It is here that Dr. Liberson
enters the field ofdiagnostic and therapeu-
tic medicine and more importantly the
burgeoning science of electroencephalog-
raphy. Among his many contributions to
the development of the principles of elec-
troencephalography, Dr. Liberson364 Book reviews
describes his observations of the changes
associated with various drugs and even
thought patterns on the EEGs obtained
from patients.
Because of the Nazi occupation of
France in 1940, Dr. Liberson immigrated
toAmerica, initially working as a fellow in
the Department of Neurology at Mount
Sinai. Here he finds himself as one of a
very few physicians inAmerica investigat-
ing EEG data and demonstrating its clini-
cal utility. Subsequently he and Dr.
Charles Stevenson formed the Eastern
Association of Electroencephalographers.
In his memoirs, Dr. Liberson not only
describes his pioneering work in the field
of electroencephalography, but also in the
neurologic disciplines of electromyogra-
phy, somatosensory evoked potential mon-
itoring and transcutaneous nerve stimula-
tion for pain control. He also describes his
detailed study ofthe kinesiology ofhuman
locomotion and his investigation into the
possibility of using controlled electrical
stimulation ofparalyzed muscle groups to
allow purposeful use of the patient's
affected limb.
From a historical perspective, Dr.
Liberson's autobiography provides a price-
less addition to the body of literature con-
cerning the development of the science of
neurophysiology. Some of the work does
however deal with sophisticated principles
of neurology that may test the knowledge
of those not indoctrinated in the specialty.
What is obvious though is that those who
loved and respected Dr. Liberson have pro-
vided us with a fitting tribute to one of the
great men ofmedicine.
Richard Clark, M.D.
Department ofAnesthesiology
University ofArkansas Medical Center
TNM Interactive: An Illustrated
Resource for the Classification and
Staging ofMalignant Tumours, Fifth
Edition (CD-ROM for Windows and
Macintosh). Edited by L.H. Sobin and
Ch. Wittekind. New York: Wiley-Liss,
1998. $173.50.
TNMInteractive was designed to pro-
vide an "international standard for the
description of the anatomical extent of
cancer to assist physicians in treatment
planning and evaluation of results; prog-
nosis; information exchange; and measur-
ing changes in screening and patient care
efforts." The program shows stage-by-
stage tumor invasion, size, and involve-
ment of other organs. Although the illus-
trations are attractive and clear, the pro-
gram would have better remained as a
book than a computer program because it
does not utilize the strength of computer
layout.
The advertising for TNM claims that
users can stage tumors and create patient
files detailing tumor type with an accom-
panying illustration, and these individual
patient records can either be printed out or
stored on the hard drive for future refer-
ence. However, the program is hindered by
a less than skillful interface design and
non-existent ability to connect with the
Internet that would allow physicians to
communicate with each other through the
software, since cancer diagnosis are often
performed in team-oriented hospital set-
tings.
In terms of interface, the program
does not have aconstantly available search
feature. Perhaps, the weak interface is due
to the early use of Shockwave. Currently,
the standard is Flash and perhaps in the
next edition, a more skilled use of
Shockwave or Flash in design would
improve the interface.